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It’s Not Fair!
I grew up with a younger brother but a
very close circle of mates who lived
within 200m of our house. I bet mum
and their parents heard us yelling at
each other numerous times “It’s not
fair!”. I am sure our school parents
have heard it from their children
plenty of times too.
We all have our own understanding of
the concept of fairness - the teams
aren’t fair, Covid restrictions aren’t fair,
not getting to go first isn’t fair, the
umpires in the game weren't fair etc
etc. Usually when we say it’s not fair
we are also saying “I didn't get what I
thought I, or somebody else deserved”.

We make a judgement on how much
skill, effort or contribution has been
made to judge fairness. A team that
doesn’t train and has players who do
their own thing doesn’t deserve to
win!
Matthew 20:1-16 is a reading that
looks on the surface as a classic
example of life just not being fair. A
group of workers started work for their
boss agreeing on the amount to be
paid. Progressively through the day
more and more workers are recruited,
some only working an hour or two.
Surprisingly, at the end of the day
they were all paid the same. The
original workers complained that this
wasn’t fair!

Diary Dates
Feb 8
Feb 8
Feb 9
Feb 10
Feb 11
Feb 12

JP Swimming
P&F AGM
JP Swimming
JP Swimming
JP Swimming
JP Swimming

Feb 16 or 17 Parent Information
Evening To Be Confirmed
Feb 22 Year 6 Camp
Mar 1 Hot Shots Tennis
Mar 5 MLS Sports Day
Mar 8 Public Holiday
Mar 20 Maitland Show
Mar 24 YP Secondary Athletics
Mar 26 SYP Primary Athletics
Mar 29 Year 7 Camp
Apr 2 Good Friday
Apr 5 Easter Monday
Apr 6 Parent/Teacher Interviews
Apr 7 Parent/Teacher Interviews
Apr 9 End of Term 1
2pm dismissal
Term 2 commences
27th April

…. From the front page
The business owner however had a different view. He paid the original workers exactly
what was agreed upon and believed he had the right to be generous to the rest if he
wanted. There is much to be learnt from this parable but the key is just how generous
and gracious God is. You see, God is the business owner! He offers his love and
forgiveness not on a fairness system of how good we have been. Rather, He says His
love is for each one of us, at any time of our life, regardless of what our lives have
looked like up to now. God does not say “when you deserve my love I will give it to
you.” We will never deserve God’s perfect love because none of us are perfect. God’s
saving love is a free gift each one of us receives - we don’t earn it.
That is the real meaning of Grace. “For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8

MLS Care Program
From time to time, families within our school are in need of support and encouragement
whether in a physical, emotional or spiritual sense, and this is where our care program
plays its part.
Our school has been running this program for some time now and it is a fantastic support
to our families. Last year over 90 meals were distributed to families in need. The
messages of thanks and gratitude we receive make this a unique and special care
program, something the school wants to continue to provide. If you are interested in
helping others in our school community by donating a meal or have any further queries
please contact me, or return the reply slip below. A meal normally consists of a main
meal and some kind of dessert or cake/muffins etc. Thank you for supporting our care
program. Phone (8832 2288) or email the school (loren.mills@mls.sa.edu.au) if you
would like to supply a meal.

From the Principal
It was fantastic to see the 49 new faces on Monday at our
Opening Chapel service. We warmly welcome you all to
the Maitland Lutheran School family and hope you have
settled in well over the first few days of this week. We
also welcomed our 6 new staff, Josh Carey, Annalyce
Baird, Sarah Browning, Amelia Honner, Laura Anders,
Danielle Mangano and also Matt Carey who returned after
having a semester away.
There was much excitement from the students in our new
building as they made use of the outstanding learning
spaces it provides for the first time. We have been richly
blessed to have this facility added to our school and thank
all who have contributed to it’s successful completion
before the school year started. We will hold an official
opening in the middle of this term.
There is some very important information on the following
page and I ask you to please particularly take note of the
COVID-19 Update, Catastrophic Fire Days information
and Volunteering at MLS information.
Thank you
David

Welcome to the MLS Community to all our new students and
their families.

From the First Day…..

General Information
COVID -19 Update
Density requirements of 2 square meters
per adult and physical distancing of 1.5m
for adults still applies. This will affect our
assemblies, Chapel services and other
events such as Parent Information
Evenings. We will do our best to still be
able to include adults in every way we
can while still complying with these
regulations. We ask for your assistance
in complying with the regulations so we
can include you in events even if it is
modified from what we are used to.
If any student, staff member or adult
planning to attend the site finds
themselves unwell they need to stay
at home until feel 100%.
Hygiene practices such as handwashing,
use of sanitiser and more regular
cleaning of ‘high touch’ surfaces remain
in place at MLS.

will be open but families will need to
drop off and collect their child if they
believe it is safe to do so.
Volunteering at MLS
We always welcome and encourage
parents to volunteer with the school and
are extremely grateful for the amount of
parents wishing to volunteer at school.
We are working through how volunteers
can return to our school and will let you
know as soon as possible. However, if
you would like to volunteer we
encourage you to complete the following
now so that you are ready to go when
we are able to have parents back on
site. This also applies to parents who
volunteer on excursions/camps.
All volunteers a required to:


We can’t provide communal food at
school - only individual serves with no
shared utensils. This will force us
to modify some events.
Our school has a Covid Safe QR check
in code. Please us this every time you
enter the school site. Codes are situated
around the school grounds. There is a
sign in sheet at the front office if you
don’t have access to the QR code. If you
are volunteering or meeting with a staff
member and need to be on the site for a
longer period than pick up or drop off,
please use the QR Code and also the
sign in sheet at the front office. We
require the sign in sheet in case of an
emergency vacuation.
Please adhere to these rules and help us
to keep our community safe this year.
Catastrophic Fire Days
In the event that a Catastrophic Fire
Danger Rating is issued all of MLS buses
will be cancelled. We will notify families
via the schools Facebook page and send
out an SMS if this occurs. The school

Have a current Working With
Children Check or a valid DCSI
check. Transitional arrangements
are in place that allow a current
DCSI screening to be considered as
valid, however once expired you will
need to apply for a WWCC.



Complete the Valuing Safe
Communities certificate (online)



Fill out a ‘Volunteers Information’
sheet.

Student Absence
If your child is going to be absent from
school, please notify the front office
between 8:20am and 9am on
8832 2288. If you know in advance
that your child will be away you can
either contact the office or put a note in
their diary for their home teacher. As
part of our duty of care to students,
parents will be phoned between
9:30am and 10am if a student is absent
without a reason.
Transport
If your child is going to be travelling
home a different way than their normal
transport, please write a note in their
diary or phone the school. Without
contact with the school they will be sent
home as per their normal transport.
Signing In /Out
When children arrive late to school or
need to leave early they MUST be
signed in or out through the front office
by a parent/carer. In case of an
emergency we need to account for
every child in the school. This also
applies to all volunteers when entering
and exiting the school grounds.

Please contact the front office to have a
Volunteers Pack sent home with your
child, or speak to Jenny if you have any
queries.

Welcome to our new Staff

General Information - continued
Bus Passes
Students require a bus pass to travel to
or from school on a bus that isn’t their
normal mode of transport.
For any of the DECDs buses, please
contact Central Yorke School on 8832
2613. If you require your child to use our
Moonta, Minlaton/Edithburgh or
Ardrossan/Curramulka buses please
contact our office for a bus pass. The
cost for this is $5 per trip as long as there
are available seats.
Lunch Ordering
Students may access the Central Yorke
School canteen to order lunches

Mondays to Thursdays. Students are to
write their order on a paper bag with
their name and MLS on it and place it in
their class box in the mornings.
Alternatively you can order using the Qkr
App. Our P&F prepare lunches on Fridays for students to order. You can
order via the Qkr App or through the
front office. Menu options will be sent
out during the week before.
OSHC
Parents interested in using our Out of
School Hours Care facility are
encouraged to contact Sarah Muir,

OSHC Coordinator at
oshc@mls.sa.edu.au.
The OSHC
Parent Handbook can be found on the
schools website www.mls.sa.edu.au
LLL School Banking
Teaching your children to save is a life
long lesson which can begin in their
early years. An LLL savings account
can be opened and your child can
bring their bank book and money to
school on Thursdays (online accounts
are also available). For information
regarding LLL banking, please contact
the school office.

School Mural
Maitland Lutheran School Groundsman and local Narungga man, Henry Humes, has been working on a school mural project
along with students and our Indigenous support worker, Jasmin Graham. They were able to finally display their story on the
external staffroom wall, a wonderful centrepiece for welcoming visitors and members of the local and school community.
I sat down with Henry to ask him about the inspiration for this project:
How did this project come about, what was the driving
force?
Indigenous student leaders of our school felt like it was
important to display more of our local Narungga culture, so
that when people come to our school they know what land
we stand on and can learn about our history.
Can you tell us what symbols you chose and why?
The top mural includes a setting that you would have seen
on the Yorke Peninsula region. It consists of the land,
language, Narungga people and animals living together.
The snake, emu, wombat, kangaroo and lizard are the
common animals found. In the centre of the mural is a
campsite, which connects to watering holes, the animals, the
people and the weapons used to hunt.
The bottom mural includes the dolphin, turtle and butterfish.
These sea creatures are used to tell stories and have
significance to Narungga people. Abalone shells surround
the creatures in the corners, signifying the main food source.
Our school community would like to acknowledge and give thanks to those involved with this project, in particular Henry and
Jasmin. It has already gained a lot of attention from our students and been a point of discussion around the culture and history of
Narungga people.
Nicole Hooper - Indigenous Education Coordinator

Birthdays
Jan 2
Jan 7

Jan 10
Jan 11
Jan 12
Jan 14
Jan 16
Jan 17

Jan 19
Jan 20
Jan 21
Jan 23
Jan 25
Jan 28
Jan 30
Jan 31

Marley S
Callum Sz
Jack D
Olivia F
Wilbur F
Elijha M
Harrison J
Harry B
Daisy J
Jesse B
Savannah M
Jack W
Patricia R
Angus B
Kaiden C
Halle G
Lucy W
Declan M
Paige D
Lachlan D
Ashleigh D
Mitchell M
Jessie V
Lucy H
Hollie K
Cooper J

Care Corner
Welcome to Care Corner. This section is part of our newsletter every fortnight which
enables us as a school community to include one another in our prayers. God invites
us to approach Him with requests, thanksgiving and praise. We encourage you to
include the items listed below in your own personal prayer time.


Thank God for the safe return to school for students and staff.



Pray for all our new school students and their families

Each week the staff pray for our school families. These are listed in the Care Corner
and we ask that you keep them in your prayers as well. This week we pray for Eliza
Ackland, Ted Allen, Brodie & Jed Alderman, Zharliea, Nevaeh & Aneira Baker and
Connor & Eden Banks and their families. Next week we pray for Devlen Brummell,
Marley & Josie Brown, Codie Brown, Holly & Brady Bryan and Harry Belekas and their
families. Phillipians 2:4
“Do not merely look out for your own personal
interests, but also for the interests of others..”

School Fees
Invoices will be sent out in the next
few weeks.
A variety of payment options and
terms are available. Payments can be
arranged throughout the year, and can
be deducted from your Centrelink
payments.
School Card applications need to be
applied for at the start of each year.
Please contact our Finance staff if you
have any questions.

Will be commencing in
Week 3.

Confirmation Class
Confirmation Class will be starting
soon for students in Year 8 onwards.
Please contact Pastor Steve on
0400 769 317 to enquire or enrol your
child.
Pastor Steve will be at the St Paul’s
church office (next to the school) on
Thursday mornings from 9am 11:30am if you wish to pop in for a
chat.

Mornings to be Advised.
Birthday cards this year have
been designed by, Indy Thyer,
Lucy Sanderson, Charlotte Clark,
Archie Schulz and Mikalah
Ritchie. Thanks to these
students for the wonderful
designs and to make our
birthday cards that little bit
more special.

MLS Parents & Friends
Maitland Lutheran School has a vibrant and inclusive Parents & Friends Association
which provides opportunities for parents to be involved in the support of their children
within the wider School Community. Throughout the year School events are supported
and run by the P&F. Funds raised are used to support identified projects, programs and
resources within the School with the aim of enhancing learning and facilities for our
students. Our AGM is Monday 8th February at 9am in the Church Hall. New
members are extremely welcome. Please consider coming along and joining our P&F.

From 2020 Valedictory Service

Community Notes
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